
NAVIGATION BAR

Web navigation refers to the process of navigating a network of information resources in the
World Wide Web, which is organized as hypertext or hypermedia. A central theme in web
design is the development of a web navigation interface that maximizes usability.

A navigation bar (or navigation system) is a section of a graphical user interface intended to aid
visitors in accessing information. Navigation bars are implemented in file browsers, web
browsers and as a design element of some web sites.

CATEGORIES OF NAVIGATION

Most navigation types fall into three primary categories

Structural-Connects one page to another based on the hierarchy of the site; on any page you'd
expect to be able to move to the page above it and pages below it.

Associative-Connects pages with similar topics and content, regardless of their location in the
site; links tend to cross structural boundaries.

Utility-Connects pages and features that help people use the site itself; these may lie outside
the main hierarchy of the site, and their only relationship to one another is their function.

Three primary categories of navigation (after Fiorito and Dalton)



STRUCTURAL NAVIGATION

structural navigation follows the structure of a web site. It allows people to move up and down
the different points of a site's hierarchy. Structural navigation can be further subdivided into two
types: main navigation and local navigation.MAIN NAVIGATION
1.The main navigation generally represents the top-level pages of a site's structure—or the pages
just below the home page.

2. The main navigation provides an overview and answers important questions users may have
when first coming to a site.

3. The main navigation aids in orientation. It is comforting to have a persistent navigation
mechanism across the site, particularly for large, information-rich sites.

4. It allows people to switch topics. Visitors can get to other sections of a site efficiently, or they
can reset their navigation path and start over using main navigation options.

5. It helps when users get interrupted while navigating and reminds visitors where they are in a
site.

6. Main navigation gives shape to a site. In many ways, the main navigation defines the
boundaries of the site itself.LOCAL NAVIGATION
1.Local navigation is used to access lower levels in a structure, below the main navigation pages.
The term "local" implies "within a given category.

2.Local navigation often works in conjunction with a global navigation system and is really an
extension of the main navigation.

ASSOCIATIVE NAVIGATION

Associative navigation makes important connections across levels of a hierarchy or site
structure. While reading about one topic, the user can access to other topics.

Three common types of associative navigation are: (a) contextual navigation, (b) quick links,
and (c) footer navigation.

contextual navigation is placed close to the content of a page. This creates a strong connection
between the meaning of a text and the linked related pages.

QUICK LINKS



Quick links provide access to important content or areas of the site that may not represented in
a global navigation.

FOOTER NAVIGATION

1.Located at the bottom of the page, footer navigation is usually represented by text links. These
often access a single page with no further levels of structure below them—a deadend, so to
speak.
2.footer navigation contains supplementary information not pertinent to main topic of the site,
such as copyright information, terms and conditions, and site credits.

ADAPTIVE NAVIGATION
Adaptive navigation is a special kind of a contextual navigation. Its links are generated from a
process referred to as collaborative or social filtering.

UTILITY NAVIGATION

Utility navigation connects tools and features that assist visitors in using the site.

There are many types of utility navigation, including:

o Extra-site navigation

o Toolboxes

o Linked logos

o Language and country selectors

o Internal page navigation


